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Greetings to our Dodge Community! 
 
 
 
PODCAST EPISODE 3: Distance Learning at Dodge Middle School 
We have recorded our third podcast around Distance Learning at Dodge and encourage your student and family to 
take a listen. This episode includes information from Rachel Smetana Knudsen, a 7th and 8th grade science teacher 
at Dodge Middle School, about how our staff have quickly prepared to shift to a distance learning model.  She 
gives some great advice! 
 
https://anchor.fm/chris-bussmann/episodes/Episode-3-of-Distance-Learning-at-Dodge-Middle-School-ecqttv 
 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY IS HERE TO HELP 
Our National Honor Society would like to reach out and offer help to the district students. We are hoping to create a 
streamline system where parents and students can request support from a NHS member. We have created a google 
form where students or parents can fill out their information and need. It doesn’t just have to be tutoring! If they need 
someone to chat with their kid, read a story, whatever! After the form is submitted, a National Honor Society student 
will sign up for that family and contact them directly to help them figure out what method of assistance works best for 
them.  Link to sign up is below: 
 
https://forms.gle/myEhBaz1Za9cC8b49 
 
 
 
WEB LEADERS NEEDED FOR NEXT YEAR	
7th grade students are encouraged to apply to be a part of Dodge’s WEB Leaders. WEB is a transitional program that 
connects all incoming 6th graders with positive, kind, and helpful 8th graders that have received special training in 
leadership. All current 7th grade students who want to have a positive impact on their school should submit completed 
applications to the WEB assignment on the Media Center Schoology course by Friday, May 1st. For more information 
about WEB & the application process, watch the link to the video below or see the attached presentation. Applications 
are available in Media Center Schoology course. All questions can be directed to Mrs. Rauk 
(jrauk@farmington.k12.mn.us) or Mrs. Bateman (jbateman@farmington.k12.mn.us). 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZKFr-yXv54&feature=youtu.be 
 
 
 
DODGE DISTANCE LEARNING GOOGLE SITE  
Just a reminder that you can find a lot of information pertaining to distance learning, including calendar, staff contacts, 
schedules, and more at the link below: 
 
https://sites.google.com/isd192.org/distance-learning-at-dodge/home 
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FEEDBACK, REFLECTION, AND PLANNING 
We are all starting to settle into distance learning with our fourth three-day cycle of distance learning.  We had the 
opportunity to analyze your feedback as part of our commitment to monitor, evaluate, and respond during distance 
learning. Your feedback was important in our planning for future cycles of distance learning and in planning to bring 
students back to school. With over 800 learners and their families, we inherently know there will be a variety of needs, 
but with distance learning, we have found there to be even more variety in what each individual learner needs. Many 
families are stressed by the changes in our world and the impact it is having on our home lives. As a result, families have 
different needs now than they did three weeks ago.  
 
Through our surveys, many families and students shared a variety of feedback. Some shared that distance learning has 
been manageable, while others are overwhelmed or are eager to learn and would like more challenging material. 
Through flexible learning days, we have learned less is more when learning remotely.  We will continue with this and if 
you ever feel the learning is too much given your personal circumstances, please reach out to your student’s teachers. 
 
With this in mind we are making some changes to how we report out on learning for 4th quarter at Dodge Middle School.  
Evidence of learning will still be collected, analyzed and communicated out in Infinite Campus at the assignment level as 
has always been done but cumulative numeric values will not compute into an alpha grade.  
  
We have been heavily monitoring student engagement, gathering feedback from our students and families, and feel this 
is the right move to make at this time. It gives us tremendous flexibility in a time of uncertainty while still 
communicating evidence of learning to both the learner and their parent/guardian.  
 
Distance learning has presented challenges we did not experience during flexible learning days including, the extended 
period of time we are working remotely, sporadic connections with students, and not being able to provide the routine 
of school. Teachers are facilitators of learning and provide guidance through observing students in the learning process, 
which is why our focus during distance learning will continue to be connections over content.  
 
With these challenges, we know less content will be covered and learners will return to school in various places in their 
understanding of content. We appreciate all of your partnership in helping ensure your child’s success during distance 
learning and into the future. Please reach out to your student’s teacher, counselor, or myself with any questions and we 
will be happy to support you in making distance learning successful for your child.  
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your patience, grace, and support as we continue to design and adapt a learning model that is unlike 
anything we have ever done before.  
 

Chris Bussmann, Principal 
 


